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"A New Beginning" 

The following are excerpts from President Obama's prepared remarks to the Muslim world, 
delivered in Cairo on June 4, 2009, as released by the White House. 

1. I have come here to seek a new beginning between the United States and Muslims 
around the world; one based upon mutual interest and mutual respect; and one based 
upon the truth that America and Islam are not exclusive, and need not be in 
competition.  

… 

2. For we have learned from recent experience that when a financial system weakens in 
one country, prosperity is hurt everywhere. When a new flu infects one human being, 
all are at risk. When one nation pursues a nuclear weapon, the risk of nuclear attack 
rises for all nations. When violent extremists operate in one stretch of mountains, 
people are endangered across an ocean. And when innocents in Bosnia and Darfur are 
slaughtered, that is a stain on our collective conscience. That is what it means to share 
this world in the 21st century. That is the responsibility we have to one another as 
human beings. 

3. This is a difficult responsibility to embrace. For human history has often been a 
record of nations and tribes subjugating one another to serve their own interests. Yet 
in this new age, such attitudes are self-defeating. Given our interdependence, any 
world order that elevates one nation or group of people over another will inevitably 
fail. So whatever we think of the past, we must not be prisoners of it. Our problems 
must be dealt with through partnership; progress must be shared. 

 … 

4. Resistance through violence and killing is wrong and does not succeed. For centuries, 
black people in America suffered the lash of the whip as slaves and the humiliation of 
segregation. But it was not violence that won full and equal rights. It was a peaceful 
and determined insistence upon the ideals at the center of America's founding. This 
same story can be told by people from South Africa to South Asia; from Eastern 
Europe to Indonesia. It's a story with a simple truth: that violence is a dead end. It is a 
sign of neither courage nor power to shoot rockets at sleeping children, or to blow up 
old women on a bus. That is not how moral authority is claimed; that is how it is 
surrendered. 

 … 

5. Too many tears have flowed. Too much blood has been shed. All of us have a 
responsibility to work for the day when the mothers of Israelis and Palestinians can 
see their children grow up without fear; when the Holy Land of three great faiths is 
the place of peace that God intended it to be; when Jerusalem is a secure and lasting 
home for Jews and Christians and Muslims, and a place for all of the children of 
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Abraham to mingle peacefully together as in the story of Isra, when Moses, Jesus, and 
Mohammed (peace be upon them) joined in prayer. 

… 

6. Indeed, faith should bring us together. That is why we are forging service projects in 
America that bring together Christians, Muslims, and Jews. That is why we welcome 
efforts like Saudi Arabian King Abdullah's Interfaith dialogue and Turkey's 
leadership in the Alliance of Civilizations. Around the world, we can turn dialogue 
into Interfaith service, so bridges between peoples lead to action – whether it is 
combating malaria in Africa, or providing relief after a natural disaster. 

 … 

7. Our daughters can contribute just as much to society as our sons, and our common 
prosperity will be advanced by allowing all humanity – men and women – to reach 
their full potential. I do not believe that women must make the same choices as men 
in order to be equal, and I respect those women who choose to live their lives in 
traditional roles. But it should be their choice. 

8. … all of us must recognize that education and innovation will be the currency of the 
21st century… 

9. The issues that I have described will not be easy to address. But we have a 
responsibility to join together on behalf of the world we seek – a world where 
extremists no longer threaten our people, and American troops have come home; a 
world where Israelis and Palestinians are each secure in a state of their own, and 
nuclear energy is used for peaceful purposes; a world where governments serve their 
citizens, and the rights of all God's children are respected. Those are mutual interests. 
That is the world we seek. But we can only achieve it together. 

10. I know there are many – Muslim and non-Muslim – who question whether we can 
forge this new beginning. Some are eager to stoke the flames of division, and to stand 
in the way of progress. Some suggest that it isn't worth the effort – that we are fated 
to disagree, and civilizations are doomed to clash. Many more are simply skeptical 
that real change can occur. There is so much fear, so much mistrust. But if we choose 
to be bound by the past, we will never move forward. And I want to particularly say 
this to young people of every faith, in every country – you, more than anyone, have 
the ability to remake this world. 

11. All of us share this world for but a brief moment in time. The question is whether we 
spend that time focused on what pushes us apart, or whether we commit ourselves to 
an effort – a sustained effort – to find common ground, to focus on the future we seek 
for our children, and to respect the dignity of all human beings. 

12. It is easier to start wars than to end them. It is easier to blame others than to look 
inward; to see what is different about someone than to find the things we share. But 
we should choose the right path, not just the easy path. There is also one rule that lies 
at the heart of every religion – that we do unto others as we would have them do unto 
us. This truth transcends nations and peoples – a belief that isn't new; that isn't black 
or white or brown; that isn't Christian, or Muslim or Jew. It's a belief that pulsed in 
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the cradle of civilization, and that still beats in the heart of billions. It's a faith in other 
people, and it's what brought me here today. 

13. We have the power to make the world we seek, but only if we have the courage to 
make a new beginning, keeping in mind what has been written. 

14. The Holy Koran tells us, "O mankind! We have created you male and a female; and 
we have made you into nations and tribes so that you may know one another." 

15. The Talmud tells us: "The whole of the Torah is for the purpose of promoting peace." 
16. The Holy Bible tells us, "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of 

God." 
17. The people of the world can live together in peace. We know that is God's vision. 

Now, that must be our work here on Earth. Thank you. And may God's peace be upon 
you. 

 

Q1: What points do you agree with the most or think are the most important? 

 

Q2: Do you think this speech made any difference? Generally, do you feel speeches 
like this can lead to great change?   

 

Q3: If you had a chance to make a speech to promote peace what would you say?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This text, as well as the full speech & video, is stored online at: 

Peacemakerfoundation.com 
Campaigns & Projects to Promote Health & Wellbeing 
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